
The following guidelines are to be used to assist you in the maintenance
of your new cable rail system.

How to maintain your stainless steel cable rail system.
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Stainless Steel is a corrosion resistant material because of it's protective
chromium oxide film on the surface.  Regular maintenance is a requirement 
to keep excellent luster and durability.  In alot of cases stainless steel can 
last for many many years, however without proper maintenance you WILL 
get slight rusting & stains in certain areas. 

Clean the cable with stainless or metal cleaner.  Do not use mineral 
acids or bleaches.  Once clean apply a thin coating of Boshield T-9

Do not use sand paper or steel wool to polish your cable or fittings, 
use fabic or a synthetic Scotch pad

Do not leave the stainless cable or fitting in contact with steel, iron 
or other metal because it can cause rusting, due to a process called 
free-iron transfer

Remove any stains or rust spots right away with soap and warm
water or preferably stainless steel cleaner.  Once clean and fully
dry, re-apply a thin coat of Boshiled T-9 to the newly cleaned area

Periodically inspect the cable tension for safety, re-tension the cable
assembly as necessary

In any outdoor, humid or coastal areas, a thin coating of the 
Boshield T-9 product is recommended on the cable and fittings
to extended the life of the stainless railing while preventing 
corrosion and keeping your product looking as nice as it did the 
day it was installed.  In coastal environments it is recommended 
this maintenance be done on a quarterly basis or as needed.



    American Cable & Rigging Supply specializies in the sales
& installation of high quality stainless steel cable rail systems 
           and components.  We have been serving customers 
           throughout the SouthEastern US for over a decade.

The following guidelines are to be used to assist you in the design of 
your unique cable project.
1.  End Post:  The most important element due to its supportive function of the tension of the 
     cable rail system.  The following are the most common type of posts and specifications.
     Wood Post: The 4x6 wood post is strongly recommended to support the tension.
     Square Tube: 1/4" thickness is recommended.
     Round Tube: Schedule 80 of thicker is recommended.
     Angle Post: 2" wide x 1/2" thick is recommended.
     Flat Bar: 1/2" thick with double bar & bridged between 2 bars to withstand the tension,
     best used for intermediate post not end posts.

2.  Middle Post:  The middle Post should be no more than every 4 feet for horizontal railing 
     and 3 feet for vertical railing.  Since they are just for supporting the cable, they do not 
     require the same strength as the end post.

3.  Hole Size to Drill:  It depends on the type of fittings you choose.  If you use prefabricated 
     assemblies the holes should be large enough to pass thru the cable assembly on the
     middle post,  if you choose the DIY approach the holes on the middle posts can be 
     smaller.  In this catalog, we indicate the hole size needed to drill on each of our fittings.

4.  Cable Diameter:  Although we carry cable and fittings from 1/8" to 5/8", the most common 
     and cost effective sizes are 1/8", 3/16" and 1/4" in residential and commercial applications.

5.  Cable Type:  We offer 1x19, 7x7 and 7x19, but the most suitable cable is 1x19 because of 
     it's stiffness and lack of stretching.

6.  Cable Length:  Within 30 ft. you can use the simple "end fitting" ( see our "end fitting " 
     section in the catalog) on both ends.   Between 30 to 50 feet you will require a 
     "tensioning device" (see "tensioning device" in our catalog) for best adjustment.

7.  Cable Spacing:  Check with your local building codes.  We recommend to be 1/2" to 
     1" less than the requirements by code.

8.  Cable Tension:  We recommend 350 lbs. of tension for each cable, therefore the end 
     post strength is critical.

9.  Machine Swage vs. Hand Swage:  Most of our fittings are machine swage, which requires 
     a special roller machine to swage the cable into the fitting which will guarantee the safety 
     and load limit of the assembly.  However, we do offer some fittings that customers can 
     swage at the job site with our special hand tool.  Unlike the machine swage fittings the 
     hand swage fitting will provide between 60% to 70% of the cable  strength if done properly.

If you still have questions that have not been answered here , please 
feel free to give us call.

Designing a Cable Rail System
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